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LAFAYETTE
5. Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La.,
toured the Acadiana Outreach
Center on Thursday to view
the operation and deliver the news
that $280,000 in federal money may
be en route.
Landrieu said she earmarked the
money in a federal highway and
housing spending bill that she said
will likely be merged into a larger
gpending bill that, she said, is sure to
pass.

The Outreach Center is a nonprofit

organization providing aid, services
and housing for homeless people in

the area, with the idea of returning

them to self-sufficiency.

The center intends to use the mon-
ey on the planning and study of con-
version of a 14,000-square-foot brick
warehouse at 114 Olivier St. into a
multistory complex of apartments
with commercial space on the first
floor for such things as day care, a
coffee shop or an art studio.

Work has already begun on clean-
ing the warehouse for use, and Uni-

get money
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1).S. Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., left, tours the grounds of the Acadiana Outreach Center in Lafayette on Thurs-
day morning along with, from second left, University of Louisiana at Lafayette Professor Hector LaSala, Acadi-
na Outreach Center Development Director Joan Savoy and Acadiana Outreach Center CEO Valerie Keller.

| andrieu marks money for homeless

versity of Louisiana at Lafayette ar-
chitecture students have developed
concepts for what is being called the
“Lofts at Olivier."

“The space itself reflects the mis-
sion,” Landrieu said. “You've really
taken a broken down space and made
it beautiful.”

Valerie Keller, CEO of the center,
said she wants to see the center
move beyond its role of providing
services, housing and help with job
placement to begin working with de-

>See LANDRIEU, page 28

LANDRIEU

Continued from page 18

velopers to provide afford:
able housing,
" She said the project, when
t, would not be restrictec
to low-income residents, but
wauld allow for a mix of peo-
ple and families of several in-
come levels.

The Olivier development
could be the starting point for
a hoped-for 27 blocks of af-
fordable housing in down-
town Lafayette, she said.

Keller said the goal for the
center is to move toward
dealing with the root causes
of homelessness, and one of
the big factors in Lafayette is
a shortage of affordable
housing.

A number of the people
who turn to the Outreach
Center for help, especially
women with children, may
have jobs but simply cannot
make ends meet financially,
shé said.

Landrieu said she had al-
ready earmarked the funding
for the center, but wanted to
see the operation in person.

“I really believe in what's
going on here,” she said. “I
hadn’t been able to see it, but
did hear about it."

Landrieu said she was im-
pressed by both what she
heard and what she saw of
the operation. ]

“When people hear about
thé Acadiana Outreach Cen-
ter, they'll think it's a dream
factory,” she said.

Landrieu said that all people
dream of what their lives will
be when they are young, but
those dreams do not always
work out. “Life is hard for

nany people, and sometimes
it's s0 hard that it beats the

ieck out of them and this is
w}ére they come,” she said.
~ Landrieu said the center
gives those people the chance
to start building their dreams
again.



